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THE GANDHI DECADE: PART I 


CEXPERIMENTATION AND PERSONAL RULE) 
ANNCR >: 


THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF PRII1E MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI'S 
RULE HAS PROVIDED THE FOREIGN PRESS CORPS IN NEW! DELHI WITH 
FOOD FOR COMMENT ON POLITICAL ANID ECONOMIC DYNAMICS IN INDIA 
OVER THE PAST DECADE. THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION IS UNDERSTANDABLY 
ON DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE LAST SIX MONTHS, SINCE MISSUS 
GANDHI WAS GIVEN SWEEPING EMERGENCY POVIERS. VOA'S JOSEPH 
SULLIVAN IN THIS CTHE FIRST OF TY1O) REPORTCS) OF TWO AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS IN THE INDIAN CAPITAL. 

VOICE: 

HENRY BRADSHER =- WRITING FOR THE "WASHINGTON STAR" <-- 
SAYS THAT DEMOCRACY HAS NOT BEEW KILLED IN THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST DEMOCRACY. RATHER, HE SAYS, IT HAS SIMPLY BEEN 
REDEFINED. INDIA'S HUGE P 3PULATION, MISTER BRADSHER WRITES, 
HAS JOINED WHAT WAS ALREADY A MAJORITY OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE 
LIVING UNDER DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS OF DEMOCRACY FROM THE 
NE THAT DEVELOPED IN 'IESTERN EUROPE. 

INDIA'S INDUSTRIAL “IORKERS, MISTER BRADSHER SAYS ARE 
AWARE THAT A TIGHTENING IN RULES ON THEM HAS ACCELERATED, 
WITH STRIKES NOW BANNED, THE GROWING MIDDLE CLASS, HE ADDS, 
IS AWARE OF THE TRAINS RUNNING MORE NEARLY ON TINE, PRICE 
REGULATIONS BEING OBEYED, AND TAXES COLLECTED MORE EFFICIENTLY. 
AND, FOR THE WESTERNIZED BUREAUCRATS AND INTELLECTUALS OF 
THE COUNTRY, HE SAYS, THERE IS A STRONG AWARENESS OF CHANGE 
FROM THE TRADITIONS THAT INDIA INHERITED FROM THE BRITISH 


VERSION OF WESTERN LIGERAL DEMOCRACY. 
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IN MISTER BRADSHER'S VIE'', WHAT APPEARS IN INDIA IS A 
ORIFT TOWARD THE RIGHT IN ECONOMIC POLICY AFTER YEARS OF 
COMMUNIST-INFLUENCED POPULISM, THIS DRIFT, HE SAYS, BEGAN 
MORE THAN A YEAR BEFORE THE EMENGENCY. IT'S IMPLEMENTATION, 
HE ADDS, HAS CEEN MADE EASIER BECAUSE CRITICISM OF MISSUS 
GANDHI"S ECONOMIC POLICIES HAS BEEN STIFLED, 

MISTER BRADSHER ALSO FEELS THAT THE CHANGE IN INDIA IN 
THE LAST SIX MONTHS IS ONE OF APPEARANCES AS MUCH AS A REAL 
SHIFT OF DIRECTION, FOR MOST PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGES, HE 
SAYS, THE EiiERGENCY HAS YET TO iiAKC ANY DIFFERENCE, ALTHOUGH 
MISSUS GANDHI, HE NOTES, HAS SAID THAT THE EMERGENCY WOULD 
SOLVE MANY OF INDIA'S MOST BASIC ECONOMIC PROBLEHS. THE INDIAN 
LEADER, MISTER BRADSHER WRITES, HAS IN EFFECT RENEWED THE 
PROMISES THAT VILLAGES FIRST HEARD A QUARTER=CENTURY AGO 
FROM HER FATHER, JAYAHARLAL NEHRU. IN THE SPEECHES OF BOTH 
FATHER AND DAUGHTER, HE NOTES, THERE IS A STRONG EMOTIONAL 
COMMITTMENT TO THE NEEDS OF INDIA'S POOR. 

AS INDIA'S PRIME MIMISTEN, HE SAYS, NEHRU EXERCISED 
ARISTOCRATIC CONTROL BUT HAD A DEEPLY INGRAINED RESPECT FOR 
BASIC DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES. AND HE '\!AS DEDICATED TO DOING 
SOMETHING ABOUT INDIA'S MASS POVERTY IN A PLANNED, CONSISTENT 
WAY. THE DIFFERENCE IN STYLE BETWEEN MISSUS GANDHI AND. HER 
FATHER, IM MISTER BRADSHER'S OPIHION, IS SHOWIN BY THO THREADS 
WHICH RUM THROUGH THE FABRIC OF INDIAN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS TODAY. ONE, HE SAYS, IS THE DESTRUCTION OF CONSENSUS 
POLITICS, REPLACING IT WITH THE UNCHALLENGED ABILITY TO SET 
POLICIES ON THE BASIS OF VERY PERSONAL DECISIONS. THE OTHER 
THREAD, HE SAYS, IS ECONOMIC EXPERIMENTATION, WHICH HAS DESTROYED 
CONSISTENT PLANNING, 
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"NEW YORK TIMES" CORRESPONDENT WILLIAM BORDERS WRITES 
FROM NEt! DELHI THAT DESPITE THE DEVASTATING BLOW WHICH THE 
EMERGENCY STRUCK AT INDIA'S DE/\OCRACY, IT IS POPULAR WITH 
A GREAT INANY PEOPLE. THERE ARE, HE SAYS, MIXED FEELINGS AMONG 
IMTERNATIONAL-BANKERS AND ECONO::ISTS AS TO WHETHER THE 
AUTHORITARIAN NEtY POSTURE IN NE!’ DELHI HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL 
IN GETTING THE COUNTRY OUT OF ITS DISASTROUS ECONOMIC 
SLIDE. BUT THE FACT REMAINS, HE ADDS, THAT INDIA IS BEGINNING 
1976 WITH ITS MOST HOPEFUL ECO!c!iIC PROGNOSIS IN SEVERAL 
YEARS. 

A YEAR AGO, MISTER BORDERS OBSERVES, THE COST OF LIVING 
IN INDIA WAS INCREASING AT AN ANNUAL RATE OF THIRTY PERCENT, 
NOW, HE SAYS, IT IS ABOUT TWO PERCENT. EXPORTS, HE WRITES, 
ARE UP SIGNIFICANTLY, AND BOTH FOREIGNERS AND GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS SAY THAT THE INVESTMENT CLIMATE IS MUCH IMPROVED, 
AND BECAUSE OF THE GOOD RAINS, HE ADDS, THE FOOD GRAIN 
HARVEST NOW UNDERWAY IS EXPECTED TO BRING TOTAL PRODUCTION 
FOR THE CURRENT CROP YEAR TO A RECORD ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN 
MILLION TONS, 

MANY OF THE REASONS FOR THE ECONOMIC UPTURN, MISTER 
BORDERS SAYS, HAVE NO MORE TO DO WITH THE EMERGENCY THAN 
DID THE HONSOON RAINS THAT FELL LAST SUMMER IN WELCOME 
ABUNDANCE. NEVERTHELESS, HE CONCLUDES, TO MANY PEOPLE 
IN INDIA THEIR LIVES ARE BETTER THAN THEY USED TO BE 
BECAUSE OF THE NEt! SENSE OF ORDER AND DISCIPLINE, AND 
BECAUSE PRICES HAVE STOPPED RISII'!G. 
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